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Background 

In December 2015, the UN Security Council adopted the ground-breaking Resolution 

2250 (2015) on Youth, Peace and Security. For the first time, the UN Security Council 

dedicated a resolution to the positive role youth1 play in preventing conflict and violent 

extremism and in sustaining peace. UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2250 is 

premised on the fact that governments and the multilateral system have been 

challenged in effectively accessing, working with and fully including young people in 

peacebuilding, prevention efforts and decision-making at all levels. UNSCR 2250 

mandates the Secretary-General "to carry out a progress study on the youth’s positive 

contribution to peace processes and conflict resolution, in order to recommend effective 

responses at local, national, regional and international levels", and to present the results 

of the study to Member States of the United Nations. The study is being undertaken as an 

independent, evidence-based and participatory research process, and will produce an 

operational report proposing a forward-looking agenda for the international 

community. It will provide the evidence of young women's and young men’s engagement 

on peace and security issues and help overturn the negative stereotypes surrounding 

youth in conflict, by highlighting and promoting young people’s active and positive 

contributions to sustaining peace.  

The regional consultation on Youth, Peace and Security in Europe will represent the last 

regional step in a process of structured consultations with selected young men and 

women in all regions of the world. The European consultation will bring together young 

people promoting peace and security from the 28 Member States of the European Union 

(EU), the four Member States of the European Free Trade Association and six countries 

from the Western-Balkans. 

Peace and Security in Europe 

Europe remains one of the most peaceful and most prosperous parts of the world. 

However, the wider region has become more unstable and more insecure. Crises within 

and beyond the borders of European countries are affecting directly the lives of 

European citizens. Some parts of the continent continue to be marred by conflict, often 

protracted, others continue to bear the consequences of past hostilities.  

                                                           
1 For the purposes of this Concept Note, the terms "youth" and "young people" will be used interchangeably. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2250(2015)&referer=/english/&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2250(2015)&referer=/english/&Lang=E
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Terrorist attacks in the EU and in neighbouring countries have transformed the security 

landscape and driven strengthened actions on security as well as on addressing the 

political and socio-economic drivers of violent extremism. Tackling irregular migration 

and responding to the flows of refugees remain important challenges for both the EU 

and its neighbours, and key areas of focus, given continued conflict-fuelled instability 

along the EU's southern perimeter. Some countries in Europe have been grappling with 

societal transformation and advancing reforms on good governance, democracy, rule of 

law and human rights. Others have come under pressure from increasingly assertive 

neighbours. High-profile cyber-attacks have highlighted the gaps in the current 

cybersecurity framework in Europe, and increased cyber threat requires the 

reinforcement of cyber resilience and security. Climate change and natural disasters 

cause further disruption. 

The population of European countries, including in the EU, is projected to shrink in the 

coming decades. While the number of children and young people is forecasted to fall, life 

expectancy continues to rise, with resultant stress on the supply side of the labour 

market. As the number and proportion of working-age people declines, European youth 

will be challenged to safeguard social welfare models, such as pensions and healthcare, 

and to sustain inclusive and peaceful societies.  

Yet, these are also times of extraordinary opportunity. Global growth, mobility, and 

technological progress – alongside deepening partnerships – enable Europeans to thrive, 

and allow ever more people to escape poverty and live longer and freer lives. Partners 

expect the EU to play a major role on the world stage, and the EU aspires to remain a 

global security provider in an international system based on rules and on 

multilateralism. The EU and its partners in the East and the South are working to 

promote stabilisation and resilience focussing particularly on economic development, 

employability, youth employment, and upholding the EU's commitment to promote 

democracy, rule of law and respect for human rights, and good governance with effective 

and accountable public administrations and participation of civil society.
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Youth, Peace and Security in Europe: a regional consultation 

The overall goal of the meeting 

To consult young people from Europe on peace and security issues, in order to: 

• provide a regional youth perspective for the successful implementation of UNSCR 

2250 in the region; 

• gather inputs for the progress study mandated by UNSCR 2250 (including the 

gathering of evidence on innovative youth peacebuilding in the region); 

• outline a forward looking agenda for the continuation, and promotion, of youth 

peacebuilding in Europe, to be developed and further advanced by participants of 

the consultation, including youth-led organisations, youth activists, 

NGO/INGO/CSO partners as well as European multilateral partners and entities 

of the UN system. 

Specific Objectives 

Days 1-2 - A youth consultation for and with young peacebuilders, dedicated to the 

exchange of experiences, programmatic practices and the formulation of 

recommendations: 

• Identify the main peace and security-related issues that matter to and affect 

young people in Europe and in a sub-regional, country or local context. 

• Discuss gaps, barriers, challenges and priorities to promote and support young 

women and men’s active involvement in conflict prevention, social cohesion, 

conflict transformation and peacebuilding in the region/country. 

• Collect in-depth information on young people’s activities and initiatives to build 

peace and prevent violence. 

• Collect in-depth information on young people’s activities and initiatives that 

contribute to building peaceful and inclusive societies, to gender equality and 

women's empowerment, to combating climate change and its impacts and to 

other aspects of sustainable development. 

• Identify recommendations for the progress study and for follow-up at the 

local/national/regional levels from policy and programming angles. 
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Day 3 - outlining a forward looking agenda for youth peacebuilding in Europe: 

• Discuss youth peacebuilding perspectives in the region and the main points 

highlighted during days 1 and 2. 

• Discuss how to further work together and collaborate across countries, to create 

positive eco-systems for youth engagement in peacebuilding activities, key 

lessons learned and the way forward. 

• Discuss expectations towards European governments, multilateral organisations 

and UN entities as regards promoting youth peacebuilding in Europe. 

• Strengthen existing regional platforms and mechanisms of young peacebuilder 

for knowledge exchange, joint work, advocacy and coordination as well as for 

continued cooperation and partnership with the EU on Youth, Peace and Security. 

Participants 

Participants will include young people between the age of 15 and 29, with the majority 

coming from youth-led organisations promoting peace and security. Promoting peace 

and security is understood in a broad sense – encompassing all aspects of conflict 

prevention and sustaining peace, with strong linkages to sustainable development and 

human rights –, including young people's political and democratic participation; youth 

leadership; promoting gender equality and women's empowerment; countering 

radicalisation leading to violent extremism; promoting mutual respect, tolerance and 

dialogue; violence reduction; promoting social cohesion and inclusion; peace education; 

promoting cybersecurity; combating climate change and its impacts and contributing to 

humanitarian assistance.  

The organising partners will select facilitators and resource persons for the 

consultation. The driving principle for the full duration of this event will be to create a 

safe space for meaningful dialogue with and among young peacebuilders from Europe. 

Participants of the European consultation will be expected to take part in side events 

convened by the organisers during their visit to Brussels. Participants will also be 

expected to make themselves available, as far as practicable, for possible follow-up 

events convened by the organisers in the course of 2017. 

 


