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On 30 August 2016, the United Nations in Maldives in close 
partnership with the Ministry of Youth and Sports of the Maldives has 
launched today, the UN Security Council Resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace 
and Security, making Maldives the first country in the Asia Pacific region 
to honor this landmark resolution in an official ceremony. The event 
brought together representatives from the government, law enforcement 
structures, civil society organizations, youth activists, academics, private 
sector, as well as UN agencies, such as UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA, to 
discuss challenges and opportunities for greater youth engagement in the 
country’s future. 
 
CONTEXT 
 

As a young Muslim democracy, the Maldives faces a number of 
challenges in promoting long-term stability based on inclusivity and 
diversity. Maldives is the richest country in South Asia with over $7,500 
GDP per capita in 2014 and a total population of only 402,000. However, 
corruption, lack of dialogue and trust between the population and the 
authorities, including ongoing tensions between the opposition and the 
government, coupled with unequal power relations, weak rule of law, and 
international pressure over the government`s human rights record, feeds 
discontentment and resulted in a number of political crises since Maldives 
became a multi-party democracy in 2008. 
 

The 2014 National Human Development Report (NHDR) for the 
Maldives has identified vulnerability and inequality as key challenges for 
the country`s further sustainable development. While the NHDR mainly 
considers inequality and vulnerability based on age, gender, and geography, 
it is important to also note other dimensions, including social, political, 
cultural and religious, which are often difficult to single out in a 
homogenous society like Maldives.  
 

Given the large number of young people (60% of the population are 
under the age of 25) and high level of Internet penetration (about 43% of the 
population) in the Maldives, the youth becomes a key and easy target for 
quickly spreading radical views followed by recruitments for jihad abroad. 
High level of youth unemployment, limited educational opportunities, as 
well as weak identities often make the youth in Maldives even more 
vulnerable, and thus susceptible to various alternative ideologies. 
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THE 2250 RESOLUTION  

On 9 December, the Security Council today adopted an historic 
resolution on youth, peace and security, which for the first time in its 
history focuses entirely on the role of young men and women in 
peacebuilding and countering violent extremism. The resolution, sponsored 
by Jordan, represents an unprecedented acknowledgment of the urgent need 
to engage young peacebuilders in promoting peace and countering 
extremism. The resolution also positions youth and youth-led organizations 
as important partners in the global efforts to counter violent extremism and 
promote lasting peace. 

The resolution urges Member States to consider ways to increase 
inclusive representation of youth in decision-making at all levels and to 
offer mechanisms for the prevention and resolution of conflict in 
partnership with young people. The resolution also responds to the limited 
opportunities for young people to participate in formal peace processes by 
calling for the inclusion of youth in peace negotiations and peacebuilding 
efforts. 

With regard to countering violent extremism, the resolution stresses 
the importance of addressing conditions and factors leading to the rise of 
radicalization and violent extremism among youth. It also notes the 
important role young women and men can play as positive role models in 
preventing and countering violent extremism. 

Young people, youth peacebuilding organizations and civil society 
organizations have been calling for years on the UN to establish a global 
policy framework to engage them in building sustainable peace and 
preventing extremism. Most recently this call culminated in the Amman 
Youth Declaration, adopted in Jordan in August 2015 with inputs from over 
10,000 young peacebuilders at the first-ever Global Forum on Youth, 
Peace, and Security, outlining the need to leverage institutional support for 
youth-driven initiatives and programmes. 

SUMMARY OF THE NATIONAL LAUNCH OF UNSCR 2250 IN 
MALDIVES 

Presiding at the opening ceremony, Minister of Youth and Sports Ms. 
Iruthisham Adam (@IrutishamAdam), underlined the relevance and 
timeliness of the resolution given that the youth constitutes 47% of the 
population in Maldives. “The youth related issues are placed in the heart of 
the Government`s development vision. As the resolution urges Member 
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States to consider ways to increase inclusive representation of youth in 
decision-making at all levels, the launch of the Resolution will provide a 
more focused approach to youth reform and engagement in a transformative 
society ”, said Minister Iruthisham Adam. 

 

 
 
UN Resident Coordinator Ms. Shoko Noda (@shokonoda) urged 

the Maldivian youth to take a more active role in promoting peace as the 
youth is seen as actors of change. “It is important for the Government to 
engage civil society, youth and women groups to ensure that peace and 
security is there for everyone. As the youth are the driving force behind the 
country`s development agenda, these voices of Maldivian men and women 
need to be heard,” Noda said. 

 
Mabrouq Azeez (@mabrouq), a young entrepreneur and debater, 

said that the resolution is very timely because the contemporary world is 
at the important juncture where there are those who only look inwards 
and those who look globally. "We need to understand that new global 
ideologies are important in finding solutions to national problems we 
face", he said. Commenting on growing trends of radicalization, 
Mabrouq highlighted underestimated role of the young people in 
preventing violent extremism: "At the end of the day we can't expect a 
middle-aged imam to stop people from going for jihad, we need young 
people to take action".  
 

Gulalai Ismail (@GulalaiIsmail), a co-founder of Aware Girls, an 
NGO network in Pakistan, addressed the young audience stressing that 
peace is extremely difficult to achieve without the inclusion of youth. 
Drawing from her successful engagement and advocacy for the resolution, 
Gulalai talked about her work advancing a peer-to-peer education model in 
Northwest Pakistan, which provides young people with non-violent 
alternatives to extremism.   
 
 UNDP`s Project Coordinator Yasmeen Rasheed 
(@YasminRashyd) presented the Resolution by linking its five pillars – 



	 4	

participation, protection, prevention, partnerships and disengagement and 
reintegration – to the voices of the Maldivian youth collected within reent 
Mashakee Mabeynumee (‘I Am, I Want’) photo campaign supported by a 
local youth led organization, Dhi Youth Movement.  
 

 
 
SUMMARY OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
 

Participants were divided into groups and discussed the core areas of 
the UNSCR 2250 relevant to the Maldivian context. The goal of the 
working groups was to identify issues and actions points that are Maldives 
specific. Each group presented the below points:  

Group One: Political Processes 

Challenges: 
! Limited role for youth in turbulent political life, which is defined by 

elites;  
! Youth is often used as a tool for politicians to achieve their goals;  
! Young people are not involved sufficiently involved in electoral 

processes;  
! Bribery is seen as short-term solution;  
! Lack of accountability of governance structures;  
! Youth feels alienated from political decision-making; 
! A common fear to express opinions and make choices; 
! Education system is not designed to promote political pluralism;  
! Lack of consultative mechanism that would include youth;  
! All abovementioned challenges are twice harder for young women. 

 
Solutions: 

! Promoting the sense of responsibility on individual levels; 
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! Nationwide advocacy efforts; 
! Support to youth networks, platforms and mechanisms; 
! An oversight mechanism to make politicians accountable;  
! Strengthening civic education curriculum in schools. 

 
Group Two: Security Issues  
 
Challenges: 

! Security is a complex concept which requires a finely designed set of 
approaches;  

! Lack of adequate response to security threats;  
! In a globalized world borders are no longer obstacles for extremist 

ideas and activities;  
! Tourist image of the country may be seriously damaged;  
! Radicalized population tends to further isolate from the society 

limiting communications;  
! Due to lack of coordinated support in this area, it is easy to be misled, 

including by organized criminal cells;  
 
Solutions: 

! Need to understand a comprehensive approach to security: 
combination of human, economic, political and environmental 
security;  

! Expanding capacities of being an individual without repercussions 
(human security); 

! Better management of natural disasters; 
! Better use of rehab services in penitentiary system and creating 

therapeutic communities;  
! Stronger educational curriculum needs to be developed;  
! Improved social conditions since the issue is not only about the 

religion;  
! Focus on awareness raising;  
! Youth must be the part of planning and implementing of all solutions. 
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Group Three: Sustainable Development  

Challenges: 
! Ineffective natural resource management; 
! Lack of youth consultation in policy making; 
! Disenfranchised and disillusioned youth not proactive about 

sustainable development; 
! Stigma around certain jobs and employment that deter the youth from 

working in them; 
! Centralised education curriculum that does not make room for 

flexible or tailor made education inclusive of vocational training; 
! The notion and rhetoric around unsustainable environmental 

practices equaling to “development”; 
! Geographical dispersion, outreach and sustainability of initiatives 

around sustainable development. 
  
Solutions: 

! Vocational training to encourage better natural resource management 
and sustainable practices for development; 

! Bridging the gap between government institutions and CSOs and 
NGOs for better and transcending dialogue; 

! Educational sector reform around teaching life skills and 
development of curriculums that are relevant and relatable; 

! Consultative processes involving youth and the creation of more 
space for dialogue. 
 

Group Four: Gender Equality  

Challenges: 
! Negative perceptions of women holding public offices;  
! Dominance of conservative views on the role of women in society;  
! Lack of full-day child support facilities (i.e. child care, etc.) to allow 

women to fulfill their participation in public life;  
! Existing stigma for delinquent/drug addicted women, as well as lack 

of appropriate services.  
 
Solutions: 

! Learning from international best practices/experiences;  
! More focused research on the needs and challenges of young people;  
! Creating anonymous safe spaces for youth to talk about social issues; 
! Linking to relatable role models;  
! Sensitization of first responders to gender issues;  
! Promotion of moderate religious views;  



	 7	

! Longer term, evidence-based policy making and strategizing is 
needed. 
 

OUTCOMES 

Linking the period between the International Youth Day (12 August), 
and International Peace Day (21 September), the event pursued several 
objectives targeting participants representing a wide range of various 
backgrounds: 

Awareness: People, especially the youth, must know what resolution 
2250 is, what it says, and why it matters so they can use it. The event 
triggered a significant social media feedback locally, regionally, and 
globally, under hashtags #Youth4Peace and #2250Maldives, also supported 
by UNDP and UNFPA regional and global social media handles. More 
governance structures, such as National Drug Agency and Human Rights 
Commission of Maldives, as well as business circles and young individuals 
expressed willingness to collaborate further in this area. The Secretary-
General`s Envoy on Youth posted the event`s press release on the UN`s 
global website: http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2016/08/maldives-pioneers-
un-resolution-2250-youth-peace-security-asia-pacific/  

Advocacy and lobby: Involving policy makers to pay more attention 
to the aspects of participation of young men and women in decision making 
related to issues of peace and security. Initiate reviewing policies and 
national plans in the field and peace and security (countering violent 
extremism, gender equality, youth policies etc.) and check the language 
used on youth. The discussion in Maldives resulted in drafting a non-paper, 
reflecting the participants` views on the role of the youth in peace and 
security agenda, as well as the agreement to establish an advisory panel to 
integrate youth perspectives for future programming of the UN in the 
Maldives in this area.   

Building partnerships: Establishing a loose network of youth 
activists and experts, which can become an effective partner for the 
government, civil society and the UN agencies in preventing violence, 
countering violent extremism and building peace.  
 

Maldivian youth are actively engaged in political processes through 
activism, campaigning and social media, yet their efforts remain invisible 
and unrecognized due to lack of opportunities to participate in decision-
making processes. Around the country, young people are disproportionately 
affected by limited access to social and economic opportunities, limited or 
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inadequate employment opportunities. Societies will not enjoy peace 
without economic development, and they will not enjoy economic 
development without peace.  

 
The event generated a compilation of action points to promote 

youth’s socio-economic empowerment, to strengthen their role in 
preventing violence and building peace, to increase youth participation and 
leadership in peace and security and to promote gender equality. 
 
Action points: 

! International organizations, the Government and local councils 
should establish mechanisms to meaningfully engage youth in current 
and future activities; 

! Government should dedicate resources to address the drivers of 
grievances, such as injustice, marginalization, and gender inequality 
through continuation of its manifested policies that are focused on 
citizen participation; 

! Donors must allocate long-term, sustainable funding and technical 
support to youth-led organizations and advocates. Young people 
should be invited to be included in donor’s decision-making 
structures to ensure that funding is accessible and appropriate.  

! Design and implement" initiatives for disengagement of individuals 
from violent extremism.  

! Policy makers should develop mechanisms that remove barriers to 
young people’s participation and leadership on various levels.  

! Promote a fair and transparent employment system with in the 
government offices, NGOs and private sector;  

! Encourage innovation, creativity and new business ideas, and 
investing in research and innovation ideas; 

! Promote peace building efforts through capacity building program;  
! Promote youth networking and reintegration, sports and recreational 

activities;  
! Involve youth in political decision and dialogue processes;  
! Empower youth peace initiatives, including the establishment of 

rehabilitation centers for youth;  
! Call upon all stakeholders working on gender to come together and 

place women and girls at the center of their collective efforts;  
! Addressed the social, cultural barriers that prevent women from 

participating fully in society, especially sexual violence; 
! The Government should establish temporary ‘special measures’, 

including minimum quotas, for the participation of girls and women 
in all decision and policy-making levels. 	
 



	 9	

 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Contacts 
 
UN Maldives:  
Jomart Ormonbekov, Peace and Development Advisor; jomart.ormonbekov@one.un.org  
 
UNDP Maldives:  
Shamha Naseer, Programme Analyst, shamha.naseer@undp.org 
Yasmeen Rasheed, Project Coordinator, yasmeen.rasheed@undp.org 
 
UNFPA Maldives: 
Shadiya Ibrahim, Assistant Resident Representative, ibrahim@unfpa.org  
 

  @UNMaldives; @UNDPMaldives, @UNFPAMaldives 
 @un_maldives 
	@unmaldives 



	 10	

Press release: Maldives pioneers UN resolution 2250 on youth, peace 
and security in Asia-Pacific 
 
MALE`, 30 August 2016: – The United Nations in Maldives in close 
partnership with the Ministry of Youth and Sports of the Maldives has 
launched today, the UN Security Council Resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace 
and Security, making Maldives the first country in the Asia Pacific region 
to honor this landmark resolution in an official ceremony.  
 
Presiding at the opening ceremony, Honourable Ms. Iruthisham Adam, 
Minister of Youth and Sports underlined the relevance and timeliness of the 
resolution given that the youth constitutes 47% of the population in 
Maldives. “The youth related issues are placed in the heart of the 
Government`s development vision. As the resolution urges Member States 
to consider ways to increase inclusive representation of youth in decision-
making at all levels, the launch of the Resolution will provide a more 
focused approach to youth reform and engagement in a transformative 
society ”, said Minister Iruthisham Adam. 
 
UN Resident Coordinator Ms. Shoko Noda urged the Maldivian youth to 
take a more active role in promoting peace. “It is important for the 
Government to engage civil society, youth and women groups to ensure that 
peace and security is there for everyone. As the youth are the driving force 
behind the country`s development agenda, these voices of Maldivian men 
and women needs to be heard,” Noda said. 
 
Gulalai Ismail, co-founder of Aware Girls in Pakistan, addressed the young 
audience stressing that peace is extremely difficult to achieve without the 
inclusion of youth. Drawing from her successful engagement and advocacy 
for the resolution, Gulalai talked about her work advancing a peer-to-peer 
education model in Northwest Pakistan, which provides young people with 
non-violent alternatives.  
 
Adopted last December, the historic UN resolution 2250 provides an 
important foundation for young people to play a crucial role in sustaining 
peace and security in the world. It acknowledges the urgent need to engage 
young women and men in promoting peace. 
 
The discussion in Maldives resulted in drafting a non-paper, reflecting the 
participants` views on the role of the youth in peace and security agenda, as 
well as the agreement to establish an advisory panel to integrate youth 
perspectives for future programming of the UN in the Maldives in this area.   
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Programme		
	

National Launch 
of the UN Security Council Resolution 2250 

on Youth, Peace and Security 
 

30 August 2016  
Bandos Maldives 

 
 
11:00-11:20 Opening remarks 

• Ms. Shoko Noda, UN Resident Coordinator in the Maldives  
• Ms. Irutisham Adam, Minister of Youth and Sports of the Maldives  
• Mr. Mabrouq Azeez, Debater/Public speaker 

 
11:20-11:40  Presentation of the UN Security Council Resolution 2250 on Youth, 
Peace and Security 

• Ms. Yasmeen Rasheed, Project Coordinator, UNDP Maldives  
 
11:40-12:30 Keynote presentation followed by Q&A session 

• Ms. Gulalai Ismail, Aware Girls (Pakistan) 
 
12:30-14:00 Lunch break  
 
14:00-15:00  Group discussion  

• Group 1 (political processes) – Ms. Khadeeja Hamid, Human Rights Officer, UN 
in Maldives 

• Group 2 (security issues) – Mr. Azim Zahir, PhD Candidate, University of 
Western Australia  

• Group 3 (sustainable development) – Mr. Nasheeth Thoha, Assistant Resident 
Representative, UNDP  

• Group 4 (gender equality) – Ms. Shamha Naseer, Programme Analyst, UNDP 
 

15:00-15:30 Plenary discussion – Ms. Yuko Oaku, Special Assistant to the UN 
Resident Coordinator, UN in Maldives 
 
15:30-15:45 Concluding remarks  

• Mr. Jomart Ormonbekov, Peace and Development Adviser, UN in Maldives 
• Mr. Naif  Shaukath, Deputy Minister of Youth and Sports of the Maldives 

 
16:00  Departure 
	
	

 


